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TNTHK CLAIMS 
Claims 1-S (canceled) 

Claim 6 (cuxrenay amended): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall stud, 

said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls* first and second opposite side 
waUs, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said fust end wall feces 

a side surface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall and configured to be fastened to a front surface of the stud when said fi^e is in said 
end-mounted position; and 

a spacer extending from said first end waU in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut the side surfece of the stud and space said the entire first end waU from the side 
surfkce of the stud when said firame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The bracket of claim 6 wherein said side walls are transversely spaced 
a part and said spacer is configuied to abut the side surface of the stud along a transversely extending 
line of abutment. > 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The bracket of claim 6 further comprising a second such spacer 
lon£itudinnl ly f pfif n rl npnrT fr nm Th-* - -^- wardlv farther fix>m said front opening than is said first 
spacer. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The bracket of claim 6 wherein said side walls are transversely 

. p.Tt ^nd said Kt...i.«t fiirther comprises fuithor oomprioing a second such spacer transversely 
spaced apart from said first spacer. 
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Claim 


11 (origmal): An electrical bracket for moimting an electrical device to a wall stud, said 


bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite s.de 
walls and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walU for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall feces 
a side surface of the stud and a side-mounted position in which said first side waU faces the side 
surfece of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall, configured to be festened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted 
position; and 

a fastener support extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second 
end wall and configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that fastens said bracket to the stud 
when said frame is in said side-mounted position, said fastener support having a distal end 
configured to contact the side surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 12 (original): THe bracket of claim 11 wherein said fastener support is configured to retain 
the fastener in an orientation in which the festcncr extends alongside said first end wall and into the 
stud when said frame is in said side-mounted position. 


Claim 


13 (original): The bracket of claim U fiarther comprising a stabilizer, separate from said 
ILer support, extending from said first end wall inadirection away from said second end w^^^ 

configured to contact the surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position to 
stabiHze said frame from rocking about said fastener support relative to the stud. 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

CWm 15 (oripnD. Theteadcet of cl=um 13 wherein said 6s,e„er »pport and said aahiUzer 
Spaced ftom each other. 


Claim 16 (canceled) 
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Claim 17 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 1 1 further comprisiiig an extension extending 
from said first end wall to a location rearward fiom said side walls, and a stabilizer extending fiom 
said extension into abutting contact with the stud at a location rearward from said side walls when 
said frame is in said end-moxmted position. 

Claim 1 8 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
waUs, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 

a side swface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall and configured to be fastened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said 
end-mounted position; and 

a spacer extending fiom said first end wall in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut the side surface of the stud and space said first end wall from the side surface stud 
when said frame is in said end-mounted position; 

said spacer being a fastener support configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that 
fastens said bracket to the stud when said fttone is in a side-momited position in which said first side 
wall feces the, stud. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an elecdical 
devicl into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in wWch said first end wall faces 
a side surfece of the stud and a side-mounted position in which said first side wall faces the side 
surface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall, configured to be fi^tened to a from surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted 
position; 
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a fastener support extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second 
end wall and configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that fastens said bracket to the stud 
when said frame is in said side-mounted position, said festener support having a distal end 
configured to contact the side surfece of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted posiUor^ 

and 

a stabilizer, separate from said fastener support, extending from said first end wall m a 
direction away from said second end wall, configured to contact the surface of the stud when said 
frame is in said end-mounted position to stabilize said frame from rocking about said festener 

support relative to the stud; 

said festener support having a groove surface, and said stabilizer being configured to urge the 
festener against the groove surface to retain the fastener in said groove surface. 

Claim20 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 6 further comprising an extension extending 
from said first end waUtoalocation rearward from said side walls. andastabiUzerextend^^ 

said extension into abutting contact with the stud at a location rearward from said side walls when 
said frame is in said end-momited position. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 20 wherein said extension is a plate 
extending rearward from, and parallel to. said first end wall. 

Claim 22 (previouslypresented):TT.ebracketofclaim 20 wherein said stabiU^ 

perpendicular to said first end wall, and the locationofsaidabuttiiigcontact by said s 

spaced from saidfirst end wallmadirection away from saidsecond end waU so as to space said first 

end wall from the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted posihon. 


Claim 23 (previous! 
accept a festener. 


ly presented): The bracket of claim 6. wherein the fastening tab is configured to 
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Claim 24 (currently amended): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said Ijracket comprising: 

a waU structure defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall strocture having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 
end wall feces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member extending from said at least one end waU and configured to be fastened 
to a front surface of a stud when the wall siiucture is in the cnd-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the mfire at 
least one end wall a distance from a side wall of a stud when in the end-mounted position. 

Claim25 (currently amended): The electricalbracketof claim 24. wherein the spaew spacing 
Slaa^ is a fastener support configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that fastens said 
bracket to a smd when the waU structure is in a side-mounted position in which said first side waU 
faces a stud. 

Claim26 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 24. wherem the fastening member 
is a tab having at least one fastener receiving opening defined therethrough, and the spacing element 
is a member that extends outwardly from the at least one end wall. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 26, wherein the spacing element 
comprises an extension that extends from and is coplanar with the at least one end wall, and at least 
one stabilizing member that extends outwardly from the extension, said at least one stabilizing 
member being configured to abut a side surface of a stud. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a waU 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall strucmre defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which the at least one 
end wall faces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member comiected to the wall structure configured to fasten the wall strucmre to 
a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

means for spacing the ^ waU structure a distance from a stud and for stabihzing the wall 
siructuie relative to a stud when the waU structure is in the end-mounted position. 
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Claim 29 (previously presented): The electric^ bracket of claim 28. wherein the means for spacing 
and stabilizing comprises a spacing element extending from the at least one end wall and configured 
to abut a side surface of a stud 

Claim 30 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 28, wherein the means for spacing 
and stabitoing comprises an extension surface that is coplanar with and extends fiom the at least one 
end wall, said extension surface being configured to stabilize the wall structure relative to a wall stud 
when in an end-mounted position, said distance being about zero or greater. 

Claun 31 (cuntmtiy amended): The electrical bracket of claim 3« 30. further comprising at least one 
stabUizing member extending outwardly from the extension surface, said stabilizing member being 
configured to abut a side surface of a wall stud at a distance that is greater than zero when the wall 
structure is in an end-mounted position. 

Claim 32 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 28, wherein the means for spacing 

and stabilizing comprises: 

a spacer extending from the at least one end wall and configured to abut a side surface of a 

stud in the vicinity of the fastening member, 

a fastener support extending fcom the at least one end waU configured to capture a stud- 
penetrating fastener for fastening the wall structure to a stud when the wall stmcture is in a side- 
mounted position, the fastener support configured to abut a side surfece of a.stud; 

an extension surface extending from and coplanar with the at least one end waU; and 
stabilizing member extending from the extension surfece configured to abut a side surface 


a 

of a stud, 


Claim 33 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 32. wherein the extension surface is 
coplanar with the at least one end wall, the spacer has a first height, the fastener support has a second 
height, and the stabilizing member has a third height, and the first, second, and third heights are 
about the same. 
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Claim 34 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 33, wherein the stabilizing member is a plate 
that is perpendicular to the extension surfece. 

Claim 35 (new): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall stud, said bracket 
comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 
a side suri^e of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending fi»m said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall and configured to be festened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said 
end-mounted position; 

a spacer extending from said first end wall in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut the side surface of the stud and space said first end wall from the side surfece of 
the stud when said firame is in said end-mounted position; and 

an extension extending from said first end wall to a Location rearward from said side walls, 
and a stabilizer extending from said extension into abutting contact with the stud at a location 
rearward from said side waUs when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 36 (new): The bracket of claim 35 wherein said extension is a plate extending rearward from, 
and parallel to, said first end wall. 

Claim 37 (new): The bracket of claim 35 wherein said stabiUzer is a plate that is perpendicular to 
said first end wall, and the location of said abutting contact by said stabilizer is spaced from said first 
end waU in a direction away from said second end wall so as to space said first end wall from the 
stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 
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Claim 38 (new): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a waU stud, said bracket 
comprising: 

a wall structure defining a ftont opening and having at least one end waU and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 
end wall faces a side surfece of a stud; 

a fastening member extending from said at least one end wall and configined to be festened 
to a ftont surface of a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the at least 
one end wall a distance from a side wall of a sttid when in the end-mounted position; 

the spacing element being a festener support configured to capture a sttid-penetrating fastener 
that festem said bracket to a smd when the wall structure is in a side-mounted position in which said 
first side wall feces a stud. 

Claim 39 (new): An electrical bracket for mowiting an electrical device to a wall stud, said bracket 
comprising: 

a wall stmcture defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall stmcwre having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 

end wall faces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member extending from said at least one end wall.and configured to be festened 
to a front surface of a smd when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the at least 
one end wall a distance from a aide wall of a stud when in the end-mounted position; 

the fastening member being a tab having at least one fastener receiving opening defined 
therethrough, and the spacing element being a member that extends outwardly from the at least one 
end wall; and 

the spacing element comprising an extension that extends from and is coplanar with the at 
least one end wall, and at least one stabilizing member that extends outwardly from the extension, 
said at least one stabilizing member being configured to abut a side surface of a stud. 
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Claim 40 


An eleooical bracket for momttag M eleouical devi« to a «aU stud, said bracket 


"'^rllstnK««arfi«ingafi»n.<,pemng««lhaving..l=.stone«rf«ananda,leasta 
,Ma«co«lsida wall, add v™na.ruc«.re having an end.™o«n.«l position in wMch.ho«I^ 

end wall faces a side surftce of a stud; 

a ftstening mcnAer connected to tl« waU stnictore oonfig«.«l to d» 

a sn»l when the waU structure is in die end-n««ntcd position; and 

nieans for spacing the wall structure.distancefiomastud and for stabilizing the waU 

.ta>ct«rerelativet«.stud«hen.hew.lls.n.c.urcisintheend-mo„nt»iposmoo; 

to.,ansforspaci«gands.abiBzingcon,prisingan«.ta.sionsur6c.d«.scoplanarw,4 
,nd«ctendsimmthe at least oneendwaU. said extension surfacebeingconfig»r«l.ostaWl«^ 
w.Ustn^turer.Mve.o.w.1. stud wheninan^l-nK^unted portion, saiddiatanceb^^ 

zero or greater, 

Claim4U..w): The electric^ bracks ofclain, 40. Buther comprising at leas, one s.abilizii« 

^here«endi.gou.wa,dIyfh.nt.he.x.e„sionsurf^saids.abili.ingn,^^ 
^.hu,asideaurfeceof.w.Us««l..adi«ance.hatisg.ea.erthanze,owhenthew.lU,n.m»,s.n 

an end-mounted position. 
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Claim 42 (new): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall stud, said bracket 
comprising: 

a wall strocture defining a front opening and having at least one end waU and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which the at least one 
end wall faces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member connected to the wall structure configured to fasten the wall stnictuic to 
a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

means for spacing the wall structure a distance from a stud and for stabilizing the wall 
structure relative to a stud when the wall stiucture is in the end-mounted position; 
the means for spacing and stabilizing comprising: 

a spacer extending from the at least one end wall and configured to abut a side surface 
of a stud in the vicinity of tihe fastening member; 

a fastener support extending from the at least one end wall configured to capture a 
stud-penetrating fastener for fastening the wall structure to a stud when the wall structure is in a 
side-mounted position, the fastener support configured to abut a side surface of a stud; 

an extension surface extending from and coplanar with the at least one end wall; and 
a stabilizing member extending from the extension surface configured to abut a side 

surface of a stud. 

Claim 43 (new): The electrical bracket of claim 42, wherein the extension surface is coplanar with 
the at least one end wall, the spacer has a first height, the fastener support has a second height, and 
the stabilizing member has a third height, and the first, second, and third heights are about the same. 

Claim 44 (new): The bracket of claim 43, wherein the sUbilizing member is a plate that is 
perpendicular to the extension surface. 
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